
COMMUNITY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE (CFAC)
MINUTES

for REGULAR MEETING THURSDAY January 1, 2024, 1pm – 3 pm PT

Members of the public are invited to participate. Under the Brown Act, the Committee is prevented from acting
on a matter that is brought to its attention during the General Public Comment period; however, issues raised by a
member of the public may be added to the agenda for future meetings. Members of the public can also provide
comments on an agenda item when it is being considered.

CFAC Members Attending: Chair Joanne D’Antonio (JD), Vice-chair Isabelle Duvivier (ID) (virtual, not counted
toward quorum), Secretary Lynnette Kampe (LK), Theresa Maysonet - alternate (TM), Carolyn LoBuglio -
alternate (CL), and Sejal Patel (SP) (virtual, not counted toward quorum)

Guests/City reps. (partial list): Rachel Malarich, Tanzi Cole, Stephen Duprey, Marianne King, Hugh Kenny, Dee
Paul, Adele Slaughter, Shelley Billik, Alissa Walker, Melanie Winter, Monica Ramirez - DBS, Frank Sezer -
DBS, Cyndi Hubach, Charles Miller, Jack Smith, Diana Nicole, Ann Rubin, Matt Seidel, Charles Miller,
Jonathan Weiss, LA Garden Council, Kathy Schreiner, Angelo Yenko, Glenn Bailey, and Miran Kalaydjian

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
A. Call to Order by Secretary Lynnette Kampe at 1:02.
B. Roll Call and Determination of a quorum (4)

2. ADMINISTRATIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS
2. ADMINISTRATIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS
A. We acknowledge the original stewards of what is now Los Angeles County: the Kizh-Gabrieleño,

Tongva, Chumash, Tataviam, Kitanemuk, Serrano, Luiseno and Cahuilla people. We commit to uplifting
the names of these lands and the community members from more than 200 California First Nations who
reside among us, and we honor their Traditional Ecological Knowledge.We acknowledge that our meeting
place is located on land that was part of the Tongva village of Yaanga and that a council sycamore tree was previously
located near the 101 Fwy.

B.Welcome Comments by Lynnette Kampe: There are a number of pending CFAC representatives. Their contributions
will help make CFAC more effective and share the work for members. The nomination process seems unreasonably long
and may be considered a test of dedication. New audio system being implemented to improve remote attendee experience.

3. MOTIONS
A. Motion: To approve Minutes of the Regular Meeting December 7, 2023, as corrected. Correction:

Los Feliz planting done by Los Feliz Improvement Association, not Neighborhood Council. Moved by
JD, seconded by LK. Passed Unanimously.

B. ELECTION TO FILL OFFICER VACANCIES ; Motion: To elect CFAC Chair & Vice-chair to
Complete Term Ending July 31, 2024. Theresa Maysonet - Report of Nominating Committee and
nominations from the floor (nominee must be present and agree). Distribution of ballots to CFAC
members present. Joanne D’Antonio was elected Chair. Isabelle Duvivier will continue as Vice-chair.

4. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMSWITHIN THE COMMITTEE’S
SUBJECT MATTER JURISDICTION - 15 MINUTES MAXIMUM (1 minute per speaker) 1. New
audio system. 2. LA County has produced a new pamphlet to save oak woodlands in and around homes.
Under CEQA Mitigation is based on area, not # trees. The Protected Tree Ordinance is inadequate as
developers may forfeit the tree bonds and not replant. Need to stop CEQA Categorical Exemption. 3.
See article sent by Ann Rubin and submit favorite trees. 4. Nomination letter pending for Jack Smith
CD14.

https://nahc.ca.gov/resources/california-indian-history/
http://www.nativeamericanscience.org/courses/native-and-western-views-of-nature/indigenous-concepts-of-science


5. CFAC REPRESENTATIVES’ ORAL UPDATES - CD 1: shared info on $60k available to Street Tree
pruning with Council Office. CD10 Made recommendations to the Council Office for 2 blocks of pruning at 9th
and W. Adams. CD 11 will report next month on the W. Hollywood tree protection ordinance. Received a
Beautification Grant for planting of 100 native trees in Venice, and help is needed to plant. Planning Dept.
updated Landscape & Site Ordinance may be ready by the next meeting. CAO approved a motion to remove
vacant positions. RAP and UFD may lose many positions. CD 11 Alternate meeting with Council Office Re:
$60K in pruning. CD 2: As a member of Sidewalk Repair Program’s (SRP) Community Action Committee
reported that there has been a large increase in removal notices in the last 3 quarters, possibly as a result of a
pause due to a court ruling. Trees are now removed either complying under or exempt from CEQA and the
Federal Infrastructure State Bill is being used for CEQA exemption.. Crescent Heights Ficus removal appeal
appears to have failed and small species trees are expected to be planted as replacements. Boyle Heights. has a
community tree selection committee that may not make the best choices. Education on the value of natives is
needed. Comments: agendize SRP for future meeting and invite BOE.

6. UPDATE ON ARTIFICIAL TURF - Adele Slaughter - A task force is forming to do outreach and
education. She will follow up with Nithya Raman on CFAC letter that requested LA ban future installation of
artificial turf. Comments: RAP approved installation of 6 replacement artificial turf playing fields; Artificial turf
is on the approved list for parkways and is being installed to base of trees; 311 requests submitted for removal
of artificial turf parkways have gotten no replies; public is unaware of toxics. Ad hoc Artificial Turf
Subcommittee: Adele Slaughter, Melanie Winter, Joanne D’Antonio & Ann Rubin.

7. PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS/MOTIONS

A. Highland Park Project - Jack Smith - Vacant land proposed for development may be a culturally
sensitive site but with a CEQA Categorical Exemption no consultation is required. AB 52 requires consultation
with tribally sensitive land. City has only issued a pre-grading inspection for lot-split, so no tree report or permit
for removal request has been submitted since no construction was proposed. Comment: Up to City Planners to
reach out to Tribal nations. Comment: Agenda needs to provide specific address or case # info. to allow for
community involvement. General case discussion is possible but should be agendized as such.

8. DEPARTMENT ORAL UPDATES

A. Recreation and Parks - none
B. Urban Forestry Division - Stephen Duprey - Working with more Desert Willows. A hiring freeze is

coming with elimination of unfilled positions. The 17-year pruning cycle is a liability issue and an
emergency appointment of 6 tree surgeon supervisors is needed for quality control.New
Environmental Supervisor working on CEQA with City Attorney and Bryan. Comment: It is
sometimes unclear as to which trees on removal notices are the ones requested to be removed. Can
photos be made available – as was offered by Bryan Ramirez of UFD at a past meeting? Matter to
be taken up (JD and UFD) outside of meeting,

C. City Forest Officer, Rachel Malarich - 50 workshops in Jan. & Feb. for the Urban Forest
Management Plan (UFMP) co-hosted by TreePeople, South LA Tree Coalition and others. Please
promote. 1,400 responses were received to the questionnaire so far. BPW contracting out 3 projects
for UFMP: job classifications, street tree maintenance manual & RAP Manual.

D. CityPlants - none
E. LASAN Biodiversity Group - none
F. Department of Building & Safety (LADBS) Monica Ramirez introduced Frank Sezer, also of

LADBS. LADBS working on clearance bulletin updates – will be available online. Pre-view by



CFAC has not been approved. Search for “trees'' to find current bulletins. Tree Declaration is only
required for discretionary projects. Comment: Save current clearance handbook now to compare
when new one is uploaded.

G. Planning - None
H. Other Government Representatives - None

8. BRAINSTORMING SESSION: 4-6 AREAS FOR CFAC FOCUS IN 2024 - (1 min. per speaker)
A. CFAC role in UFMP production and support
B. Promotion of native species for biodiversity
C. Explore easements for trees
D. Artificial Turf - educate on toxics, harm to trees and promote alternatives
E. Require trees to be included and shown on all plans
F. Pilot Project for new native trees as Street Trees
G. Increase CFAC awareness with Neighborhood Councils
H. Preservation of mature trees/Tree Valuation tool
I. Pilot project for soil cells with BOE
J. Promote awareness of climate extremes along with drought resilience
K. More riparian trees
L. Curb cut parkway basins for rainwater capture
M. “Soft City” promotion; 30% reduction in hardscapes - promotion of a Tree Vision Plan
N. Improve Tree Removal Notification Process and sharing of information BEFORE BPW hearing.
O. Tree removal count - keep a log of projects that result in significant tree loss. (Marianne King will work on 2023

recap for this) but each rep to review new case filings and follow through.

9. PENDING ITEMS - postponed
A. Tree Guarantee Fee plantings for 2023/2024
B. Status of California grants for medians (LASAN & UFD)
C. CD 8 Marqueece Harris-Dawson CF 15-0499-S2 & Report back
D. Trees for Biodiversity motion (CFAC) & CF: 22-1469
E. ROW (Right of Way) tree protection during construction draft guidelines - CFO
F. Update on Proposed Median Inventory - StreetsLA
G. ROWMaster Species List implementation - UFD
H. Clean California Grants - UFD, RAP
I. Implementation of Motion to BPW on providing tree removal transmittals to CFAC
J. SB 1425 – Open Space Elements of General Plan to be updated by 2026

10. ADJOURNMENT 3:06 Next Meeting March 7, 2024
For questions regarding agendas, please contact Lynnette Kampe at CFAC.CD01@gmail.com.

CFAC meets on the 1st Thursday of every month. You may subscribe to receive future meeting agenda
notification at: https://lacity.gov/government/subscribe-agendas/boards-commissions-committees

(To subscribe you will need to select the 4th box down.)

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=15-0499-S2
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=22-1469
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billPdf.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB1425&version=20190SB142599INT
https://lacity.gov/government/subscribe-agendas/boards-commissions-committees

