
 

   
COMMUNITY FOREST ADVISORY COMMITTEE (CFAC)  

     MINUTES  
         SPECIAL MEETING THURSDAY July 11, 2024, 1pm – 3 pm PT  

Members of the public are invited to participate. Under the Brown Act, the Committee is prevented 
from acting on a matter that is brought to its attention during the General Public Comment period; 
however, issues raised by a member of the public may be added to the agenda for future meetings. 
Members of the public can also provide comments on an agenda item when it is being considered.  

CFAC Members Attending: Chair Joanne D’Antonio (JD),Vice-chair Isabelle Duvivier (ID), Secretary 
Lynnette Kampe (LK), Charles Miller (CM), Jack Smith (JS), Scott Fajack (SF), Theresa Maysonet - 
alternate (TM), Carolyn LoBuglio - alternate (CL), Sejal Patel (SP), Gwendolyn Henry (GH) 

Guests/City reps. (partial list): Rachel Malarich, Stephen Duprey, Jennifer, Andreas Kemkos, Aaron 
Thomas, Michael, Joseph Pereau, Courtney McCammon, Monica Ramirez, Emma Howard, Ann 
Rubin, Marianne King, Micah Haserjian, Eric Schif, Sakae Koyama, Jeanne McConnell, Brenda 
Contreras of Coyotl Macehualli, Elias Najar, Ian McIlvane, John Uraquiza, Ana Tabuena-Ruddy, Sylva 
Blackstone, Holly Harper, Abbey, Jose Gama, Drew Ready,  Sarah Wauters, Hector Banuelos, Jason 
Casanova, Lionel Mares, Melanie Winter, Philip Murphy of Friends of Elysian Park, Mindy Rothstein 
Mann  (partial list) 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
A. Call to Order by Co-Secretary Lynnette Kampe at 1:11.  

    B. Roll Call and Determination of a quorum (9) 9 Districts present in person:  1,2,4, 
5,10, 11, 13, 14, 15, Mayor 
2. ADMINISTRATIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS  
         A. We acknowledge the original stewards of what is now Los Angeles County: the 
Kizh-Gabrieleño, Tongva, Chumash, Tataviam, Kitanemuk, Serrano, Luiseno and Cahuilla 
people. We commit to uplifting the names of these lands and the community members from 
more than 200 California First Nations who reside among us, and we honor their Traditional 
Ecological Knowledge.                                                          

B. Welcome Comments by Chair Joanne Antonio: Welcome to Mindy Mann, ALternate for CD 5, in final 
approval steps. Marianne King, pending. City Council in recess until Aug.. Need reps for CD 6 & 9. 

3. MOTIONS                                                                                                                                                         
A. APPROVAL OF JUNE MINUTES  -  Motion to adopt the Minutes of the Community Forest 
Advisory Committee meeting held June 6, 2024. Moved by LK, seconded by CM. Passed 
unanimously. 

4. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS WITHIN THE COMMITTEE’S 
SUBJECT MATTER JURISDICTION - 15 MINUTES MAXIMUM (1 minute per speaker)  - Comments: 
Excessive fire clearance done in Elysian Park, Children’Arboretum, planted 20 years ago by North 
east Trees. Excessive clearance is pervasive. Protected Tree Ordinance needs reform & 
enforcement. Only 6 protected species, no excuse for failure to identify. Education needed. 

5.  Presentation by Ana Tabuena-Ruddy, Ass’t. Dir. & Chief Sustainability Officer, Streets LA 
● Equity Tree Planting Approach - 700,000 Street trees, 10.5 million for medians, 18,000 tree 
emergencies 

https://nahc.ca.gov/resources/california-indian-history/
http://www.nativeamericanscience.org/courses/native-and-western-views-of-nature/indigenous-concepts-of-science
http://www.nativeamericanscience.org/courses/native-and-western-views-of-nature/indigenous-concepts-of-science


 

● A discussion of our budget challenges - reduced by 21.4 million, 223 vacant positions 
eliminated, freeze on hiring, on-demand pruning and 1 million in overtime eliminated 
● An overview of the complex issue of balancing tree preservation with affordable housing 
needs - Priorities: Reduce Admin. Expenses; preservation of mature trees, watering, reduce 17 year 
prune cycle - BMP is 5 years. Goal: focus on Tier 1, “ready to go” planting sites, less Tier 2, 
“modification of site needed,” less Tier 3, “complex site modification needed.” CD 9 has most open 
planting sites, each CD has some. CD 1 has fewest trees. $10 million Clean CA grant for Biodiversity 
Medians. Affordable Housing tree removals weren’t routed to UF, working with Mayor’s Office.  
● UFD setting an example with zero-emission tools 
● FUSE Fellow UFD Fee and Fine Study - one-year study to raise UFD's fees from 1990s rates and 
include environmental and public health considerations in City fines 
● Q&A - Q:Agri-perm removals? A: done when pruning is done. Pruning is by grid. Rachel Malarich: 
UFMP will include young tree structural pruning. Q: Contract pruning/maintenance? A: Requires 
oversite, has quality control issue.Q: Age of existing trees? A: looking at succession plans. Q: limit 
removal to 25%? A: ANSI Standard now says “as few cuts as possible & smaller cuts.” Q: Funding 
opportunities? A: Political will, community will, Adopt-a-Median, green infrastructure ballot bond, 
include trees in Metro projects. 
6. New Business 
A. Discussion of recent Callery pear tree trimming on Oxnard St. between Goodland and 
Bellaire in Valley Glen. - JD: extensive damage, excessive pruning.  
B. Discussion of possible revisions to strengthen the Protected Tree & Shrub Ordinance. 
Appointment of ad hoc committee: JD, LK, SF, CM, JS, CL, Sylva Blackstone 
C. LADBS refusal to use Tree Disclosure Statement. Monica Ramirez: DBS doesn’t have authority 
to withhold permit or approval based on Tree Disclosure Form. 
D. CFAC Native Tree Pilot Project - CM: Has not yet received support; freedom to fail needed with 
pilot projects & media support. 
E. Discussion & Possible Motion: To send a letter to comment on the RECIRCULATED 
PORTIONS OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE SIDEWALK REPAIR 
PROGRAM written to respond to the CEQA judge’s decertification of the SRP EIR. Moved by ID, 
seconded by LK. Passed as amended. 
7. Department Oral Updates/discussions - (taken out of order) 

A.​ Recreation and Parks - CFAC Member JS: At Children’s Arboretum tread vehicle was used 
by brush contractors, causing extensive damage, many stumps of protected size. No building 
within 300’. SF: For the last 10 years RAP has trained brush contractors to do a good job. This 
mess was done by Mariposa Tree Mgmt. Philip Murphy, Friends of Elysian Park will meet with 
RAP, North East Trees and Coyotl Macehualli. RAP Commissioners meet July 16th. 

B.​ Urban Forestry Division - Stephen Duprey How can we stop protected tree removals on 
by right projects? Honor system is not working. - no update 

C.​ City Forest Officer, Rachel Malarich - Status of new street selections for Tree Guarantee 
Planting? Not done yet. 

D.​ CityPlants - Carlos Campero no update 
E.​ LASAN Biodiversity Group DWP biodiversity motion implementation - no report  

Department of Building & Safety (LADBS) - no updates 
https://www.ladbs.org/docs/default-source/publications/misc-publications/clearance-ha
ndbook.pdf?sfv rsn=25 

F.​ Other Government Representatives (BOE, Planning, BSS, Mayor’s Office) None 

https://www.ladbs.org/docs/default-source/publications/misc-publications/clearance-handbook.pdf?sfv
https://www.ladbs.org/docs/default-source/publications/misc-publications/clearance-handbook.pdf?sfv


 

9. Chair Report- JD - CFAC meeting planned with DWP Commissioner Nuritz Katz/City Plants; 
looking into private funding for UFD, Landscape Ordinance input to continue. 

10. CFAC REPRESENTATIVES’ ORAL UPDATES - postponed. 
11. ELECTION of CFAC OFFICERS for Term July 2024-June 2025 - Report by Nominating 
Committee - LK : Motion to accept slate of officers: Chair Joanne D’Antonio, Vice-Chair 
Mihran Kaladjian, Secretary Gwendolyn Henry. Moved by LK, seconded by ID, Passed. 
12. PENDING ITEMS - postponed 
13. ADJOURNMENT  3:35 p.m.​ ​  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​           Next Meeting August 1 , 2024 

For questions regarding agendas, please contact  Lynnette Kampe at 
CFAC.CD01@gmail.com. 

 
CFAC meets on the 1st Thursday of every month. You may subscribe to receive future meeting 

agenda 
notification at: https://lacity.gov/government/subscribe-agendas/boards-commissions-committees 

(To subscribe you will need to select the 4th box down.) 
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