
 

 
 Community Forest Advisory Committee (CFAC)  

Regular Meeting Minutes  

Los Angeles City Hall - Room 361  
(In person attendance required for CFAC members to count toward 

quorum) June 5, 2025, 1-3:00 pm  

Community Forest Advisory Committee | Department of Public Works  

https://dpw.lacity.gov/commissioners-boardroom/community-forest-advisory-committee 

CD 1 Angelic Perez ​ ​ ​             CD 9 Vacant  
CD 1 Lynnette Kampe, Alternate,Secretary CD 10 Brent Green 
CD 2 Joanne D’Antonio, Chair                     CD 10 Theresa Maysonet, Alternate 
CD 2 Kathy Schreiner, Alternate                  CD 11 Isabelle Duvivier  
CD 3 Mihran Kalaydjian ​                        CD 11 Carolyn LoBuglio,Alternate 
CD 4 Deanne Paul ​ ​ ​ ​  CD 12 Marianne King  
CD 4 Adele Slaughter, Alternate,Vice Chair CD 13 Scott Fajack  
CD 5 Charles Miller ​ ​ ​ ​  CD 13 Cyndi Hubach, Alternate  
CD 5 Mindy Mann, Alternate ​​ ​  CD 14 Jack Smith  
CD 6 Veronica Lopez ​​ ​ ​  CD 15 Gwendolyn Henry  
CD 7 Pablo Cardoso ​ ​ ​ ​ Mayor’s Representative Sejal Patel  
CD 8 Robin Gilliam ​ ​ ​ ​ Mayor’s Rep. Michael Bircumshaw,Alt.  
 
Members of the public are invited to participate. Under the Brown Act, the 
Committee is prevented from acting on a matter that is brought to its attention 
during the General Public Comment period; however, issues raised by a member 
of the public may be added to the agenda for future meetings. Members of the 
public can also provide comments on an agenda item when it is being 
considered.  
 
Members present: Angelic Perez, Lynnette Kampe - Alternate, Joanne D’Antonio, 
Mihran Kalaydjian, Mindy Mann, Veronica Lopez, Theresa Maysonet - Alternate, 
Carolyn LoBuglio- Alternate (arrived after roll call), Marianne King, Scott Fajack, 
Cyndi Hubach - Alternate, Gwendolyn Henry, Sejal Patel, Michael Bircumshaw - 
Alternate. Members participating via Zoom - Charles Miller, Isabelle Duvivier, 
Kathy Schreiner - Alternate  
 
Guests: James Komen, Yael Pardess, Michael, Michelle Levy LACP Urban 
Design Studio, Darrell Field, Bryon Ramirez UF, Jonathan Weiss, Stephen 
Crouch, Hector Banuelos UF, Ann Rubin, Robert Roy van de Hock, Monica 
Ramirez LADBS, Dorothy Qian, Melanie Winter, Nurit Katz, Shawn Freeburg, 
Patrick McMabell, Jesse, Eric Bruins BOE, Nur Malhis BOE, Daisy BOE, Karina 
Macias-Mori Psomas, Apekshya Bajracharya RAP, Danai Zaire LACP Urban 
Design Studio, Dorothy Qian LACP Urban Design Studio, Patrick McMabell, 
Shawn Freedberg DeepRoot Green Infrastructure 
 

https://dpw.lacity.gov/commissioners-boardroom/community-forest-advisory-committee


 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
A. Call to Order at 1:02 by Chair Joanne D’Antonio  
B. Roll Call and Determination of quorum (9) - Note: Alternates are not counted toward 
quorum unless the primary rep. is absent. - Lynnette Kampe  
 

 
2. ADMINISTRATIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS - We acknowledge the original stewards of what is 
now Los Angeles County: the Kizh-Gabrieleño, Tongva, Chumash, Tataviam, Kitanemuk, 
Serrano, Luiseño and Cahuilla people. We commit to uplifting the names of these lands and the 
community members from more than 200 California First Nations who reside among us, and we 
honor their Traditional Ecological Knowledge.  
 
3. WELCOME COMMENTS & CHAIR ANNOUNCEMENTS -Joanne D’Antonio, Chair  

  
A.​ Kathy Schreiner has been approved by the City as Alternate for CD2. Welcome. 
B.​ LAFD cancels order to cut down eucalyptus, pines, cedars etc. in 2025 Brush 

Clearance Requirements. A postcard was sent. 
C.​ UCLA Professor Stepanie Landregan estimates over 2 million trees will be 

removed in California if Zone 0 is adopted. 
D.​ Adding CFAC Chair to Ad hoc Website Committee. Discussion.  
E.​ Meeting to reassess tree removals on Van Nuys Blvd for East San Fernando 

Valley Light Rail (Metro design staff, CD 6, CFAC Chair, CFAC Reps Lopez and 
Miller, Van Nuys NC president and stakeholder)-Some trees may be saved at 
Walgreens. Joanne will attend in JUly 

F.​ Parks assessment - More outreach meetings are being held. See: LA Park 
Needs Assessment. Joanne will attend in July. Members encouraged to attend. 

G.​ UFD Permit Look-up is on-line. 
https://losangelesca.portal.opengov.com/categories/1076Meeting with Metro re: 
Silva cells (Metro staff, LA Climate Reality, CFAC Chair) 

H.​ Some protected tree removal notifications have come by email from UFD to 
Lynnette and Joanne and are being forwarded to reps by CD. 

I.​ Upcoming CFAC meeting: July 10 will be a special meeting held a week later 
due to holiday 
 

4. Motion to approve minutes of the CFAC Meeting held May 1, 2025. - Lynnette Kampe - 
postponed. 
 
5. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS. 1. Brand Park in CD7 has old 
bay trees, requesting UFD remove no more than 10% when trimming, trying to save a tree that 
has bees. Joanne will follow up with him. 2. UCLA working on a response to proposed state 
brush clearance changes, contacting other cities. 
 
6. CFAC REPRESENTATIVES’ ORAL UPDATES - CD 15 - GSOB (oak pest) Training closed 
for Topanga; will look for other training. CD 10 objects to chair joining the website committee. 
CD 5 - Palms native tree project met with UF. Westwood Greenway is closed pending ADA 
access improvements. CD 5 - concerned about DWP pruning in Ballona Wetlands impact on 
nesting birds. Powerline clearance consideration. (report issues to Commissioner Katz) CD3 - 
motion to hold a workshop in Winnetka on trees. CD 2 Metro Sepulveda Corridor DEIR 
released. CD 1- Angelic met with CD1 re: natives in landscape plan for Macarthur Park; will 
have an outreach table June 21st. CFAC needs outreach materials. CD 1- Alternate - 4 
building applications terminated by Planning due to repeated clear cutting of 37 protected 
trees without a permit; project was only proposing to plant half of the mitigation trees. Hector 
Banuelos of UF was heavily involved. 
 
7. Department Oral Updates 
 



 

     A. Urban Forestry Division - Hector Banuelos: tough budget cuts;  50 vacancies will remain 
unfilled. 45,000 trimmed; 22,000 dead/dying removed; 2500 stumps removed; 720 planted.  ANSI 
standards for pruning are based on the individual tree. Crown reduction is done to reduce breakage. 
     B. Recreation and Parks - indicated they will attend next month 
     C. City Forest Office, Rachel Malarich - move from BPW to City Planning  
     D. LASAN - no update  
     E. CityPlants - no update  
     F. Department of Building & Safety (LADBS) - no update 
     G. BOE - Street Design Manual in progress - see item 8 below 
     H. DCP - Michelle Levy participated in Street Design Manual committee 
 
8. Eric Bruins, Director of Strategic Initiatives, LA Bureau of Engineering- reporting on BOE 
Street & Storm Drain Manual in progress. Presented with Karina Macias-Mori Street Design 
Program Manager for Psomas (under contract to BOE). Manual last updated in1986 and a 
complete revision and consolidation of requirement information is needed to create a 
searchable, complete design manual for City staff & developers. Goals to be accessible, safe, 
sustainable, adaptable, and comfortable. Outreach in summer 2025. Psomas utilizing design 
information from other cities 
 
9. Silva Cells presentation by Shawn Freedburg of DeepRoot Green Infrastructure. Silva cells 
extend the root zone beyond sidewalk cut-outs and are able to support sidewalks, plazas and 
vehicles. They are modular around existing underground infrastructure and are installed when 
streetscape is being replaced. No follow-up maintenance needed and cells can be adjusted for 
infrastructure changes. DeepRoot has a plant in Baldwin Hills and the cells have been used 
internationally but never in the right of way in Los Angeles. Most appropriate for larger 
projects. Metro installed Silva cells at Rosa Parks Station in Wilmington,  BOE representative 
stayed for this presentation. 
 
10. “Brush” Clearance Ad hoc Subcommittee Report - Cyndi Hubach. State Board of Forestry 
proposed Zone 0 regulations call for a barren zone for the first 5’ from a structure and is 
concerning. Broad support is being heard from the insurance industry. Not science driven. Call 
in to the Board of Forestry hearing June 16th. Cyndi is working with UCLA & others. 
 
11. Supplement to motion for CF 10-2468-S2: CD 12 supplemented the motion to ask CFAC to 
work with LAFD to  report back to City Council. Motion passed in CC Safety Committee on 
consent.  Members delegated to work on this report: Cyndi Hubach, Marianne King, Joanne 
D’Antonio and Lynnette Kampe. 
 
12. Discussion & Possible Motion - Lost trees with high rise housing. Postponed. 
 
13. Election of officers by secret ballot: Chair: Joanne D’Antonio; Vice-chair: Adele Slaughter; 
Secretary: Lynnette Kampe. One-year term begins July 2025. 
 
14.-16.  Postponed. 
 
17. Adjournment. Moved by Gwendolyn Henry, seconded by Carolyn LoBuglio. Unanimous.  
Meeting adjourned at 3:20. 


