
 
Community Forest Advisory Committee (CFAC)  

                                                  Minutes 
                                                      Sept. 4, 2025 

 
Community Forest Advisory Committee | Department of Public Works  

https://dpw.lacity.gov/commissioners-boardroom/community-forest-advisory-committee  

CD 1 Angelic Perez                                      CD 9 Vacant  
CD 1 Lynnette Kampe, Alternate,Secretary CD 10 Brent Green  
CD 2 Joanne D’Antonio, Chair                     CD 10 Theresa Maysonet, Alternate 
CD 2 Kathy Schreiner, Alternate                  CD 11 Isabelle Duvivier  
CD 3 Mihran Kalaydjian                               CD 11 Carolyn LoBuglio,Alternate 
CD 4 Deanne Paul                                       CD 12 Marianne King  
CD 4 Adele Slaughter, Alternate,Vice Chair CD 13 Scott Fajack  
CD 5 Charles Miller                                      CD 13 Cyndi Hubach, Alternate 
CD 5 Mindy Mann, Alternate                        CD 14 Jack Smith  
CD 6 Veronica Lopez                                   CD 15 Gwendolyn Henry  
CD 7 Pablo Cardoso                                    Mayor’s Representative Sejal Patel 
CD 8 Robin Gilliam                                      Mayor’s Rep. Michael Bircumshaw,Alt.   

Members of the public are invited to participate. Under the Brown Act, the Committee is 
prevented from acting on a matter that is brought to its attention during the General Public 
Comment period; however, issues raised by a member of the public may be added to the 
agenda for future meetings. Members of the public can also provide comments on an 
agenda item when it is being considered.  
 
Members present: Angelic Perez,  Lynnette Kampe - Alterate, primary present, Joanne 
D’Antonio, Mihran Kalaydjian, Deanne Paul, Theresa Maysonet - Alternate, primary not 
present, Carolyn LoBuglio, Alternate, primary not present, Marianne King, Jack Smith, 
Gwendolyn Henry, 
Members participating via Zoom:  Kathy Schreiner, Adele Slaughter, Charles Miller, 
Isabelle Duvivier, Cyndi Hubach, Michael Bircumshaw 
Guests:  Angelo Yenko (UFD), Brendan Looney (DCP), Anette M., Yael Pardess, Diana 
Nicole, Brendan Looney, Apekshya Bajracharya (RAP), Emily Loughran, Ron Bitzer, Edgar 
Velazquez, Jose Monge, Danai Zaire (Urban Design Studio), Melanie Winter, Vic Pacheco, 
Stephen Crouch, Ann Rubin, Jonathan Weiss, Katie Vega, Darrelle Field Alyza Morales, 
Christoph LaBelle, Andres Kemkes, Patrick McMabell, Diana Nicole, Jeannette Marantos 

   
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
A. Call to Order  at 1:09 pm -  Chair Joanne D’Antonio - items requiring a vote will be taken after 
quorum is met. 
B. Roll Call and Determination of quorum (9) - quorum at 1:39 - Lynnette Kampe   

 
2. ADMINISTRATIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS - We acknowledge the original stewards of what is 
now Los Angeles County: the Kizh-Gabrieleño, Tongva, Chumash, Tataviam, Kitanemuk, 
Serrano, Luiseño and Cahuilla people. We commit to uplifting the names of these lands and the 



community members from more than 200 California First Nations who reside among us, and we 
honor their Traditional Ecological Knowledge.  

3. Welcome Comments - Joanne D’Antonio, Chair - Chair Report/Announcements 
 
A. STATE  -  Board of Forestry Zone Zero Workshop to meet in Los Angeles Sept. 18 and will 
take in person public comments.  (Time and place TBA ) 
B. METRO - Sepulveda Corridor DEIR - sent in personnel letter. DEIR says depending on 
which of 5 alternatives chosen, between 938-3282 trees would be removed.  “No project” is 
the option with no removals.Option 6 removes the fewest trees but the most walnuts. 
C. CITY -  

     i. Quarterly meeting of CFAC Chair and Vice Chair with City Forest Officer, Rachel 
Malarich - Tree preservation is our focus this year. Rachel recommended fewer areas 
for CFAC action. Responded that many issues come up that require our attention and 
can’t ignore. Adele to make spreadsheet of CFAC Areas Working On to distribute our 
efforts. 
     ii. CF 15-0499-S2 & Report backs.  Biodiversity Protection / Urban Forest / Tree 
Canopy Coverage / Sustainable Built Environment / Tree Placement / Tree Removal / 
Land Use Environmental Review  - This Council File expired August 11 without the 8 
report backs which were requested after Council received the report back provided by 
the City Forest Officer.  One of these requested reports was the UFMP. Landscape 
Ordinance will cover report backs but has not been codified. 
     iii. The Parks Needs Assessment - There will be  prioritization criteria based on 
shade and on vegetation. They would like a CFAC comment letter by October 15. 
Jack, Charles, Mihran & Joanne volunteered. Send comments to Joanne.  

4. Motion to approve minutes of the CFAC Meeting held July 10, 2025. Lynnette Kampe 
CFAC Draft Minutes 07.10.2025.docx Moved by Lynnette Kampe, seconded by Mihran 
Kaladjian. Passed unanimously. (Taken out of order, due to need for quorum) 

5. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS - None   

6. CFAC REPRESENTATIVES’ ORAL UPDATES: CD2 Received local Tree Planting 
grant but requires resident to water. CD 5 - Neighborhood Council Sustainability 
Alliance has a lawn to habitat multi-family home project. Deadline to apply for a grant: 
Nov. 15th; CD 11 - update on Pollinator Corridor: 44 new, larger tree wells cut, 
removing concrete.  CD14 - Aug. 23 talking map at El Serrano Library & tour of San 
Rafael Park.  

7. DEPARTMENT ORAL UPDATES - 
     A. Urban Forestry Division - see item 8  
     B. Recreation and Parks -  see Item 9 
     C. City Forest Office, Rachel Malarich not available this meeting 
     D. LASAN - still need report on tree planting  

E. CityPlants - Move Commonwealth Nursery - visit on hold to a later time  
     F. LADBS -  Department of Building & Safety  Need to set up Chapter 49 meeting with UFD 
     G. BOE – Requested CFAC participation on Street Design Manual - Scott Fajack nominated  
     H.  DCP -  Michelle Levy is working with the City Attorney on the Landscape ordinance 
     I. Other Government Representatives - none  
 
8. UFD TREE PLANTING REPORT -  tree planting activities in fiscal year 2024-25. 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16GHX4RwI416ssf_iuc-FU5zpC2E1Gl6SQVvKPfYhoKg/edit?
gid=0#gid=0   Angelo Yenko: Report submitted. 740 trees planted YTD; 36 species. No Tree 
Guarantee Fee trees planted - working on new planting plan. No figures for tree planting partners. 
Down to 1 tree planting and 1 watering crew.. Committee comment: species selection shows no 
biodiversity awareness. The goal should be 70% native.  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16GHX4RwI416ssf_iuc-FU5zpC2E1Gl6SQVvKPfYhoKg/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/16GHX4RwI416ssf_iuc-FU5zpC2E1Gl6SQVvKPfYhoKg/edit?gid=0#gid=0


9. RECREATION AND PARKS - Apekshya Bajracharya - No written report on Children’s 
Arboretum some instructions to brush clearance vendor were given orally. Mariposa 
Landscaping was selected from a list of RAP qualified vendors and has a good track 
record. Skip loader was used for removal of downed 70’ eucalyptus. Before and after 
photos were not previously requested. They are now. Will confirm that Children’s 
Arboretum is added to Ecologically Sensitive Areas. TreeKeeper inventory has many 
fewer trees than community iNaturalist inventory. Current supervision procedure is before 
& after photos, walk through and visit by parks maintenance supervisor every few days. 

10. “Brush” Clearance Ad hoc Committee Report: Cyndi Hubach     

A. Board of Forestry Zone Zero Advisory Committee Workshops. CFAC was 
requested by the City Council to prepare a Zone 0 Report Back with LAFD, highlighting the 
damage to urban canopy and biodiversity. Motion: To accept the report back allowing 
minor, but not substantive changes. Moved by Joanne D’Antonio, seconded by 
Gwendolyn Henry. Discussion: In section 4 add a ban on artificial turf, add incentives for 
gray water in Appendix, elaborate on ADUs and density, add map and add additional 
photos. Motion to accept amendments: Moved by Joanne D’Antonio, seconded by 
Gwendolyn Henry. Passed unanimously. Vote on original motion: Passed unanimously.           
Thanks to Cyndi Hubach, principal report author and to LAFD Brush Clearance Captain.   
B.  Board of Forestry Zone Zero Advisory Committee August 18 Workshop report 
Public Comments at PublicComments@bof.ca.gov   
September 18 all day workshop in Los Angeles.  Public comments in person taken first.   
C.  Defensible Space Working Group Meetings report. Advocacy group produced this 
website: zonezerofacts.org 
 
11. Charter Reform Update - Adele Slaughter Schedule of meetings: 
https://reformlacharter.lacity.gov/public-events   Commission is considering rank choice voting 
and to expand City Council, to add a City Dept. Mgr. and independent district redistricting. 
Density advocates are speaking. Draft CFAC letter read with recommendations to have 
coordinated management of Green Infrastructure, and to hire a City Forest Officer and 
Biologist. Motion: To send CFAC letter drafted by Adele Slaughter. Moved by Joanne 
D’Antonio, seconded by Mihran Kalaydjian. Passed unanimously. 
 
12. East San Fernando Valley Light Rail (no news) & Sepulveda Corridor DEIR 
(see chair report). 
 
13. CFAC Brochure: Angelic Perez - updating tone and visuals, correcting out of date 
information. Will seek funding for printing. Review at the next CFAC meeting. 
 
14. Shade LA -  https://shade-la.com/ Charles Miller, Joanne D’Antonio scheduled to meet with Shade 
LA. Possible motions RE:CF 25-0962 ShadeLA / Shade Expansion / Heat Action and Resilience Plan 
and the Sustainability Plan. This is the motion on the council file:  
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2025/25-0962_misc_8-19-25.pdf 

CF25-0974 Shade LA Campaign  This is the motion on the council file: 
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/onlinedocs/2025/25-0974_misc_8-20-25.pdf 

Proposed CFAC CIS to both Council Files: Palms NC has sent a comment re: CF25-0962 to 
prioritize natives and biodiversity. Motions tabled pending meeting with Shade LA. 
13. ADJOURNMENT 3:08 p.m.  
RECOMMENDED RESOURCES/READING: AB 3074  This is the bill that led to the Governor 
getting the Zone Zero Advisory Committee in motion at the Board of Forestry;    
https://legiscan.com/CA/text/AB3074/id/2210565 SHADE by Sam Bloch (Penguin Random 
House 2025)                                                               Minutes prepared by Lynnette Kampe 
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