
 
                                          Community Forest Advisory Committee (CFAC)  

                   Minutes   
May 7, 2026, 1-3:00 pm  

                                         Los Angeles City Hall - Room 361  
                                 (In person attendance required for CFAC member quorum)  

                            Zoom Video Conference 1- 3 P.M.  

Representatives: CD 1 Angelic Perez; CD 1 Alternate Lynnette Kampe, Secretary; CD 2 Joanne 
D’Antonio, Chair; CD 2 Alternate Kathy Schreiner; CD 3 Mihran Kalaydjian; CD 4 Deanne Paul; CD 4 
Alternate Adele Slaughter, Vice Chair; CD 5 Charles Miller; CD 5 Alternate Mindy Mann; CD 6 
Vacant; CD 7 Vacant; CD 8 Robin Gilliam; CD 9 Vacant; CD 10 Brent Green; CD 10 Alternate 
Theresa Maysonet; CD 11 Isabelle Duvivier; CD 11 Alternate Carolyn LoBuglio; CD 12 Marianne 
King; CD 13 Scott Fajack; CD 13 Alternate Cyndi Hubach; CD 14 Jack Smith; CD 15 Gwendolyn 
Henry; Mayor’s Representative Sejal Patel; Mayor’s Alternate Representative Michael Bircumshaw  

Members present: Angelic Perez (arrived at 2 pm), Joanne D’Antonio (virtual, not counted toward 
quorum), Mihran Kalaydjian, Deanne Paul (arrived at 1:27 pm) , Adele Slaughter (Alternate, primary not 
present, counted toward quorum), Charles Miller, Mindy Mann, (virtual, Alternate, primary present, not 
counted toward quorum), Theresa Maysonet (Alternate, primary not present, counted toward quorum), 
Carolyn LoBuglio (arrived at 1:28) (Alternate, primary not present, counted toward quorum), Marianne 
King, Scott Fajack, Jack Smith, Gwendolyn Henry (arrived at 1:30), Michael Bircumshaw (Alternate, 
primary not present counted toward quorum), .  

Guests: Steve Prompt, Andreas Kemkes, Lionel Mares, Ann Rubin, Glenn Bailey, Yael Pardess, 
Rachel Malarich (OFM), Apekshya Bajracharya (RAP), Monica Ramirez (DBS), Greta S., Mia Yancich 
(UCLA Luskin Center for Innovation), Jonathan Weiss, Greta Stromquist, Kimberly Bjorklund, Sakea 
Koyama, Patrick McMabell 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
A. Call to Order at 1:05 - Chair Joanne D’Antonio, apologies for the parking fiasco – BPW did not send the 
reservation list in advance but the parking guard now has it.  
B. Roll Call and Determination of quorum (9) - by Vice-chair Adele Slaughter. 9 eligible voting 
members present at roll call, 4 additional arrived later in the meeting. 

2. ADMINISTRATIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS - We acknowledge the original stewards of what is now Los 
Angeles County: the Kizh-Gabrieleño, Tongva, Chumash, Tataviam, Kitanemuk, Serrano, Luiseño and 
Cahuilla people. We commit to uplifting the names of these lands and the community members from 
more than 200 California First Nations who reside among us, and we honor their traditional ecological 
knowledge.  

 3. WELCOME COMMENTS - Joanne D’Antonio, Chair  
Report/Announcements - Joanne D’Antonio - new CFAC Rep pending for CD 7, Karla Ramos.  She works for 
LACC, nominated by her council person, approved by the Mayor and awaiting approval by City Council.  

A.  Letters went out:  CFAC letter to UFD & BPW regarding proposed  UFD tree removal changes. Also to 
City Council and their significant staff members. 

B. Sidewalk Repair Program Community Advisory Committee quarterly meeting was cancelled.  They are 
expecting to expand committee membership/participation.  Data for this quarter was to be sent – not received yet. 
Will contact SRP manager directly about issues raised at last meeting regarding misplanted trees. 

C. SB 707 and CFAC status - Request went to BPW President who referred it to City Council. 
D. Mayor’s Proposed Budget - budget hearings are taking place at this time,and you may be 

able to contact your council person.  
E. Other - 1. Francisco Escobar will be speaking on the socio-ecological impacts of the LA fires 

at the Defensible Space Working Group on Zoom, May 25th at 4 pm. This is an informational meeting.  
F. Urban Forestry has been sending tree removal notifications to me and our secretary. 

 



Amforwarding to the appropriate rep. CFAC member and also Marianne King. 
 
 

4. MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES of CFAC Special Meeting April 9, 2026. Adele Slaughter Link:  
CFAC DRAFT minutes  4.09.2026.docx  Moved by Adele Slaughter, seconded by Kathy Schreiner. 
Passed, unanimous.   
 
5. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS. 1. Can tree removal notices 
be sent to the Neighborhood Council? 2. Concern about artificial turf in parkways.  Can 
permits be publicly available? CFAC will check with StreetsLA. 3. Re: the 62 LACMA trees, 
now down to 32, and a meeting is scheduled with UFD on Monday to discuss species and 
locations. Thanks to Charles Miller and Michael Bircumshaw. 4. NC Budget Advocate 
reports that report backs are coming from City departments and the Budget and Finance 
Committee will be reviewing them next week. 5. Dept. of Neighborhood Empowerment 
might be able to send out notices for CFAC through BPW. (see Carmen Chang, NC Budget 
Advocate co-chair.) 
 
6. DEPARTMENT ORAL UPDATES  

A.​ City Forest Office - Rachel Malarich  - Billboard trimming issues are in UFMP under opportunities and 
challenges. There are some report backs requested related to signage that CFAC may pay attention to. 
Theresa Maysonet will look into this.   UFMP Update on current progress: 3 weeks lost due to CFO’s jury 
duty. Have incorporated review from dept. staff on the first 5 chapters, working to incorporate review on 3 
chapters and finishing writing 2 chapters.Completion expected this summer. The Mayor's Office can provide 
a presentation on the Climate Action Plan. CFAC should take a look at the Capital Improvement Plan 
scheduled to go to BPW next week but expect a longer adoption process with City Council.. 

B.​ CityPlants - status update Rachel Malarich - The Requests for Proposals (RFPs) have not yet been 
released. A small CityPlants staff are supporting tree distributions. 

C.​ Recreation & Parks  -  Apekshya Bajracharya  - reported that the RAP Urban Ecologists are Brian Rawles, 
senior urban ecologist  and Ryan Kinsel, Jr. Urban Ecologist - possibly contact through the Special 
Operations Superintendent. No status update on the Microforest in Betty Davis Park,. 

D.​ LASAN - no rep. present. 
E.​ LADBS Department of Building & Safety - Monica Ramirez - Congratulations on the new child. 
F.​ Bureau of Engineering - no rep. present. 
G.​ Dept. of City Planning - no rep. present. 
H.​ Urban Forestry Division - Joanne reports that the City Inventory Public Access City Tree Inventory is going 

into new software.  Olympics. planting is being planned for.  
 

7. SUNSET BLVD. PLANTING - UFD will request an Active Transportation Program Grant for tree planting on 
Sunset Blvd in Silver Lake and Echo Park in 2029.  Joanne reported a grant for Silverlake Blvd, managed by 
LADOT through the Active Transportation Program with UFD in a supporting role.  

8. MOTION TO APPROVE PROPOSED TREE GUARANTEE FEE REVISIONS LETTER -  Charles Miller TGF 
Revisions.docx   Motion to approved by Joanne D’Antonio, seconded by Charles Miller. 11 yes, passes. 

9. REPORT ON AD HOC GROUP MEETINGS WITH MAYOR RE: TREE PLANTING AND BIODIVERSITY-  
Charles Miller - An Ad hoc biodiversity group will plan a presentation to City staff this summer. 

10. PRESENTATION - SHADELA TREE PERMITTING REFORM BRIEF - Mia Yancich - Link:  ShadeLA Tree 
Permitting Reform Brief     Possible motion to send an advisory letter regarding the proposed Tree 
permitting Reform. Process: conducted meetings with City agencies, led surveys with tree planting non-profits, 
community based organizations and landscape architects on the permitting process. Key take away was that 
permitting delays and restrictions left trees unplanted and grant funds unspent. Duplicate tree inspections: planting 
partners, city pre-inspection, city tree inspection, inspection after planting - expertise of planting partners not 
recognized. Tree size and species not consistently enforced. Most LA spacing requirements are greater than 
elsewhere in CA. Root barriers add cost and some parameters are looking to other cities. Partners have secured 
significant funding through grants. Proposed standardized virtual pre-inspections and eventually self-permitting for 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14xYh0H8T6nKP3A1ehGu49V973lIWTzGS/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109186875501667391171&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://catc.ca.gov/programs/active-transportation-program
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ahPZn6ov4iU8E98Pm1c0aIcLLFfELJqc/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109186875501667391171&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ahPZn6ov4iU8E98Pm1c0aIcLLFfELJqc/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109186875501667391171&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://shade-la.com/app/uploads/2026/03/ShadeLA-Tree-Permitting-Reform-Brief.pdf
https://shade-la.com/app/uploads/2026/03/ShadeLA-Tree-Permitting-Reform-Brief.pdf


partners, also continuing to build out the city’s public right-of-way data, improved communications, and evaluate 
structural changes in UFD. City BOE report back - date unknown - public support needed.    CFAC comments: 
UFD is accepting photos for tree inspections. Forms need to be updated.  Tree specifications need revision. 
Required 8-10’ height for a 15 gal. isn’t always advisable. Root barriers cost in labor and materials and introduce 
more plastic into the environment. 10’ wooden stakes reduce net benefits of young trees. More natives being 
permitted.  Typically a 2-month process.  Biodegradable cotton tree ties should replace rubber ties.  Construction 
documents should be on the permit.    Site inspection requires marking the curb and could be a liability issue.  
Motion: Charles Miller to draft letter in support of the report and incorporate CFAC notes. Moved by Jaonne 
D’Antonio, seconded by Mihran Kalaydjian. 10 yes, 2 absent, passes. Additional comment: UFD could do random 
sampling to inspect trees post planting to establishment. 

11. REDUCED REAR YARD SETBACK FOR SB79 PROJECTS.  In Mid-May Planning to recommend to the 
Planning Commission 4 ft rear setback rather than 15 ft, currently required, to all areas impacted by the 
Implementation of SB 79, thus eliminating space for trees and yards.  Possible motion to send CFAC comment.  
Marianne King, Ann Rubin. Next Wednesday the City Planning Commission will hear an alternative plan for SB79 
that adds housing density within a half mile of a transit oriented area and provides incentives. A reduced rear yard 
setback of 4 rather than 15’ is proposed for structures 25’ high or less. No planting area left. Combined with Zone 0 
it could be all concrete and increase flooding. New development is required to capture water on site in a large tank 
called a lid planter. Motion to have Marianne King draft a letter based on this discussion. Moved by Joanne 
D’Antonio, seconded by Marianne KIng. 11 yes, 1 absent, passes. 

12. MAYOR'S NEW CLIMATE ACTION PLAN -  Discussion and Possible Motion (10 minutes) Link to 
full text: Mayor Bass' - Climate Action Plan -  Adele Slaughter and Joanne D’Antonio 
From the Plan: Objective 6: Enhance and connect green spaces and ecosystems across the city to 
strengthen neighborhood resilience, restore biodiversity, and promote wellbeing for people and 
nature.TARGETS/ACTIONS:   a. Replace non-functional turf in City and commercial facilities and   
landscapes with California native or climate-adapted plants by 2027, prioritizing high-water-use 
sites and disadvantaged communities. d. Increase overall tree canopy cover to cover 25% citywide 
by 2035, ensuring at least 15% canopy in all neighborhoods, and prioritizing heat-vulnerable 
communities.e. Increase the City of Los Angeles’ Biodiversity Index Score 35% by 2035 from the 
2022 baseline. A lot of good material. We should name artificial turf for replacement, lose “climate adapted” 
and call for California natives. Stormwater capture sometimes removes mature trees that capture 
stormwater. Artificial turf is impermeable. It is proposed to be removed for San Vicente median trees with 
irrigation added and little plants. This will harm the trees. Unclear who is advising. Biodiversity goals should 
include trees and funding.    Mayor Bass has a May 24th event aimed at environmental activists at a home 
in West Hills.  Motion: To write a letter re: the Mayor’s Climate Action Plan based on comments made at the 
meeting and include a call for an urban ecologist. Joanne D’Antonio to draft. Moved by: Joanne D’Antonio, 
seconded by Mihran Kaladjian.  Passed. Unanimous.      
 
13. ZONE 0 APRIL 23RD MEETING REPORT - Marianne King - Also, Discussion and Possible Motion 
to follow up meet with the LAFD Fire Marshal to create an alternate plan for City Los Angeles, per 
City Council motion that was passed. Joanne D’Antonio for Cyndi Hubach. New: There seems to be 
more flexibility for municipalities to write their own ordinances for 5 years. BoF still hasn’t addressed 
expanding very high fire severity zones with high-rise apartments that would lose their front strip of 
landscaping, loss of shade and walkability. 
 
14. SUMMARY OF THE LOS ANGELES STREET DESIGN MANUAL City of Los Angeles Street Design 
Modernization Community Project Advisory Committee (CPAC) meeting process which ended last month. - 
Scott Fajack -  Possible motion to send a comment. Scott was selected for CPAC and focused on trees 
as traffic calming, living shade, tree well sizes, native trees, tree wells in wide sidewalks. Topics varied by 
site with pedestrian safety goals highest on some. Greening is heavily dependent on support from partner 
agencies. Public review coming. Rachel Malarich expressed gratitude for CFAC comments that reflect 
ideas in the UFMP including good tree infrastructure maintenance. It is due to come out near the end of this 
year. Trees should be part of every capital improvement project but parkway maintenance is not adequate. 
CFAC consensus agreement to wait for the manual that’s publicly reviewed.  
 
15. CHARTER REFORM RECOMMENDATION TO THE COUNCIL TO  SELL UNDEVELOPED PARK 
LAND  CF: 26-0489 The Commission Report sets forth proposed revisions to Section 594,Control and 

 

https://plan.mayor.lacity.gov/sites/g/files/wph2176/files/2026-04/MayorBassClimateActionPlanforLosAngeles_2026_1.pdf


Management of Recreation and Parks Lands (See page 59). The document is now open for public 
comment.  Propose CIS to oppose the proposed amendment to Section 594 – Control and Management of 
Recreation and Park Lands. The City of Los Angeles is “under-parked” – by any measure – compared to 
other cities. The mission should be to find ways to deploy unused property in ways that increase green 
space, provide habitat, and improve the quality of life in our Neighborhoods.   
Charter revision conflicts with these policies and reports:   CFAC's case to not sell parkland.docx 
Discussion and possible motion.  Joanne D’Antonio  Motion: to send a CIS letter. Moved by Joanne 
D’Antonio, seconded by Mihran Kaladjian. Discussion: this applies to the state as well. 10 yes, no opposed. 
Passed.  
 
16. EARLY PLANNING NOTIFICATION - Need to subscribe and track for trees. Marianne King 
Instructions to subscribe:  EN system sign up instructions (2).pdf   SB 79 takes effect in July – effect 
on trees.   
 
17. PRESENTION - 30 x 30 AMBASSADOR TRAINING - Sejal Patel - postponed. 

18. CFAC REPRESENTATIVES’ ORAL UPDATES - Gwendolyn Henry - My311 report:  brief comments appear 
then no responses shown after 10 days, no responses to some requests, only one team for all of Los Angeles, 
downed trees and bees get priority, inequity in that areas with lots of tickets like central LA get bunched and 
addressed more quickly.  

19. PENDING ITEMS - postponed  

A. Tree Guarantee Fee - new fee structure  
B. Status of grants for biodiversity medians (LASAN & UFD)  
C. ROW (Right of Way) tree protection during construction draft guidelines - CFO 
D. ROW Master Species List implementation - UFD  
E. Viability of CFAC BPW tree removal transmittal info through requests to UFD, or by Public Records 
Request (to be fast-tracked by Dep. City Attorney)  
F. Update on Proposed median Survey - StreetsLA  
G. SB 1425 – Open Space Elements of General Plan to be updated by 2026  
H. Negative impacts of Artificial Turf - advocacy  
I. No tree removal notifications to CFAC and DONE - ways to deal with lack of notices 
J. Tree over-trimming by billboard companies - possible action?  
K. CF 24-1312 Withhold Certificate of Occupancy until mitigation trees are planted 
L. CF24-1228 amendment - tree spacing guidelines review  
M. Landscape and Site Design Ordinance and Point System - pending City Attorney 
N. BOE Street Design Manual  
O. PTO revision  
P. Request for representation on Mayor’s ED 9 Group - no response  
Q. How DCP determines environmentally sensitive park areas  
R. CF 25-0600-S111 5-year pruning cycle cost report (Heather Hutt) CIS to be filed 
S. Street spacing guidelines  
T. 500-600 tree removals on Van Nuys Blvd for East SFV Light Rail  
U. CFAC website revisions  
 
20. ADJOURNMENT Next Meeting Date - June 4, 2026  
 
For questions regarding agendas, please contact Lynnette Kampe at CFAC.CD01@gmail.com. CFAC 
regularly meets on the 1st Thursday of every month. You may subscribe to receive future meeting agenda 
notification at:  
https://lacity.gov/government/subscribe-agendas/boards-commissions-committees (Select the 4th box 
down.)  

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Z-kdunPYAJH9cW_EeglVI6Qc3Il5Mgez/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109186875501667391171&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1764RWRrorf99EzIqu66ACoIFumGNxuat/view?usp=sharing

