
Community Forest Advisory Committee (CFAC)  
      Minutes 

June 4, 2026, 1-3:00 pm  

Los Angeles City Hall - Room 361  
(In-person attendance required for CFAC member quorum)  
           Zoom Video Conference 1 P.M. to 3 P.M. (Pacific)  

 

Representatives: CD 1 Angelic Perez; CD 1 Alternate Lynnette Kampe, Secretary; CD 2 Joanne 
D’Antonio, Chair; CD 2 Alternate Kathy Schreiner; CD 3 Mihran Kalaydjian; CD 4 Deanne Paul; CD 4 
Alternate Adele Slaughter, Vice Chair; CD 5 Charles Miller; CD 5 Alternate Mindy Mann; CD 6 
Vacant; CD 7 Vacant; CD 8 Robin Gilliam; CD 9 Vacant; CD 10 Brent Green; CD 10 Alternate 
Theresa Maysonet; CD 11 Isabelle Duvivier; CD 11 Alternate Carolyn LoBuglio; CD 12 Marianne 
King; CD 13 Scott Fajack; CD 13 Alternate Cyndi Hubach; CD 14 Jack Smith; CD 15 Gwendolyn 
Henry; Mayor’s Representative Sejal Patel; Mayor’s Alternate Representative Michael Bircumshaw  

Members of the public are invited to participate. Under the Brown Act, the Committee is 
prohibited from acting on a matter brought to its attention during the General Public Comment 
period; however, issues raised by a member of the public may be added to the agenda for 
future meetings. Members of the public can also provide comments on an agenda item when 
it is being considered.  

Members present: Joanne D’Antonio (virtual, not counted toward quorum), Kathy Schreiner 
(Alternate, primary not present, counted toward quorum), Adele Slaughter (Alternate, primary not 
present, counted toward quorum), Charles Miller, Theresa Maysonet (Alternate, primary not present, 
counted toward quorum), Carolyn LoBuglio (arrived at 1:28) (Alternate, primary not present, counted 
toward quorum), Marianne King, Scott Fajack, Cyndi Hubach (Alternate, primary present, not counted 
toward quorum), Jack Smith, Sejal Patel (virtual) Michael Bircumshaw (Alternate, primary not present 
counted toward quorum).  

Guests: Angelo Yenko (Streets LA),  Apekshya Bajracharya (RAP), Brook Smith, Diana Nicole, Eleana 
Simon, Glenn Bailey, Kristy Brauch, Leon Boroditsky (RAP), Ann Rubin, Rachel Malarich (OFM), 
Monica Ramirez (DBS), Wendy Katagi, Yael Pardess 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL  
A. Call to Order - Chair Joanne D’Antonio @ 1:06 
B. Roll Call & Determination of quorum (9) - (Charles Miller) One short of quorum at 1:06; roll 
call and determination of a quorum at 1:24. 

2. ADMINISTRATIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS - We acknowledge the original stewards of what is now Los 
Angeles County: the Kizh-Gabrieleño, Tongva, Chumash, Tataviam, Kitanemuk, Serrano, Luiseño and 
Cahuilla people. We commit to uplifting the names of these lands and the community members from 
more than 200 California First Nations who reside among us, and we honor their traditional ecological 
knowledge. 

3. WELCOME COMMENTS - Joanne D’Antonio, Chair  
Report/Announcements - Joanne D’Antonio - apologies for technical difficulties.  

A.​ Final CFAC brochure to be available on our Google Drive; thank you to Angelic Perez. 
B.​ SB 707 and CFAC status - no word - a councilperson needs to get involved 
C.​ Environmentalists Meeting with Mayor and Deputy Mayor for Sustainability: Randall Winston; Joanne and 

Charles attended. Randall Winston received a paper and an electronic copy of our letter re: the Mayor’s 
Climate Action Plan. 

D.​ Defensible Space Working Group: Dr. Anne Cope, Chief Engineer at IBHS, spoke. This is the group that 
does experiments for insurance companies. 

E.​ 26-0489 Charter Reform: sale of parkland, CIS, and status - Rules Committee has continued this; date tbd. 



F.​ Francisco Escobedo new study and presentation at Defensible Space Working Group - take away that 
urban conflagrations, like the Palisades fire, are very different from wildfires, and the spread is not through 
vegetation. 

G.​ Concerns about Opengov.- Software requires a login to access things like the tree inventory 
H.​ Update on progress for new CFAC CD 7 appointee Karla Ramos - Committee approval expedited June 

16th  
I.​ Will July 2 work to achieve quorum or possibly postpone meeting to July 9? 
J.​ Letter went out RE: Low-rise ordinances setbacks sent to DCP and council; Comments on the Mayor’s 

Climate Action Plan sent; Tree Guarantee Fee comments; CIS to oppose sale of parkland was posted; 
K.​ Onteora at BPW June 1- continued  
L.​ Tree Guarantee Fee letter status - sent 
M.​ 26-0489 Charter Reform sale of parkland CIS and status - in Rules Committee, continued  
N.​ Other - City of San Fernando has a good landscape ordinance;  

LAFD Captain Ben Culp is visiting neighborhood councils advocating for the complete removal of 
vegetation in Zone Zero;  
Joanne needs more time to care for her husband and will not run for another term as CFAC Chair, but 
offers to serve as Vice-chair. 
 

4. MOTION TO APPROVE MINUTES of CFAC Meeting May 7, 2026. (Joanne D’Antonio)  CFAC 
Draft Minutes  05.07.2026.docx Moved by Carolyn LoBuglio, seconded by Theresa Maysonet. 
Passed. 

5. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS. 1. The EIR for San 
Pasqual Park is out; comments deadline is July 2nd. Letter requested. Due to agenda 
constraints and time constraints, CFAC can’t approve a new letter in time but can resend 
the old one. 

6. DEPARTMENT ORAL UPDATES  

      A. City Forest Office - Rachel Malarich - UFMP Update: Starting internal review Monday; release for public 
comment in August; possible presentation to CFAC in Aug. or Sept. 

B. CityPlants - comment on City Council motion 26-0757 - update Rachel Malarich: RFP will solve most 
problems; City Plants has leveraged external funding.  
C. Recreation & Parks - Leon Boroditsky RE:  RAP  Senior and Junior Urban Ecologists hired.   Brian Rawls is 
on brush clearance. Courtney has left, Stephanie Smith is superintendent of Griffith Park micro forest at Bette 
Davis Park – not a strictly Miyawaki Micro Forest: funds donated by Hancock Park Garden Club; concept: 
small, closely planted plants to encourage upward growth; Elderberries grew fastest; dense thicket is a safety 
issue & could encourage encampments. A more appropriate site would be at the interface with undeveloped 
areas—no plan to remove it. 
D. LASAN -  
E. LADBS - Department of Building & Safety  Monica Ramirez - no update 
F. Bureau of Engineering’s Sidewalk Repair Program Community Advisory Committee quarterly slides: 
2026-23-04_Community Advisory Committee Slides.pptx (2).pdf has been in contact with Urban Forestry RE: 
planting specs. Public comment: ramps need to be prioritized; may be driven by street work. 
G. Dept. of City Planning  

      H. Urban Forestry Division - Angelo Yenko - two reports in the chat 

7. SUNSET BLVD. PLANTING AND OLYMPICS PLANTING -  Clarification from UFD re: request for  Grant 
https://catc.ca.gov/programs/active-transportation-program Cycle 9 for tree planting on Sunset Blvd in Silver 
Lake and Echo Park in 2029.  Angelo Yenko had to leave. Public comment: lost some big trees but did get 
curved sidewalk cutouts for trees. CFAC Comment: sidewalk may be 36” if there’s a wider sidewalk w/in 500‘ for 
a wheelchair turnaround. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15XSrMVmTdo_jXuf0W6Hk7DbrNsMznpeI/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109186875501667391171&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15XSrMVmTdo_jXuf0W6Hk7DbrNsMznpeI/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109186875501667391171&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zVKM3YOAflRP65SfMaYYeL__V4K-wvSR/view?usp=sharing
https://catc.ca.gov/programs/active-transportation-program


8. PRESENTATION - 30 x 30 AMBASSADOR TRAINING - Sejal Patel: Global commitment, 
190 nations signed on by 2022 with goals to conserve 30% of land and 30% of oceans to halt 
and reverse biodiversity loss by 2030. Voluntary collaborative action with federal and local 
governments, the California Native American tribes, and private landowners. Ecosystems must 
be durably protected and managed. 26% and 22% of California’s lands are protected as of 2026. 
Pathways report published in 2022: 6 million more acres of land and half a million acres of 
coastal waters need to be protected.Tools: regionally-led conservation, executing strategic land 
acquisitions, voluntary conservation easements, enhancing conservation of existing public lands 
and coastal waters. Maximizing conservation and benefits by aligning investments, advancing 
and promoting complementary conservation measures, and evaluating conservation outcomes 
and adaptively managing. Golf courses, solar farms, and row crops don’t count. LA City doesn’t 
have much suitable land but does have coastal waters and Angeles Forest. Call for ambassadors 
to contact 30 people and make presentations. CFAC Comment: LADWP takes more water than it 
needs from Mono Lake & Owens Valley. 
 
9. MYL311 ISSUES - Gwendolyn Henry Possible motion to draft letter regarding MYLA311 issues. 
Postponed. 

10. CITY PLANTS CITY COUNCIL MOTION CF 26-0757.  Possible motion to file a CIS and letter to 
City Council members. 
https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=26-0757  Charles 
Miller will draft a letter. 

11. SHADELA TREE PERMITTING REFORM BRIEF - Draft letter in support of the report and 
incorporate CFAC notes - Charles Miller Letter read aloud at meeting. Issues: excessive spacing 
requirements; 15-gallon & 8-10’ height requirement creates weak specimens; variation in sizes by species 
is needed; drop root barriers; modernize street-taking and guiding details; change to biodegradable tree 
ties; permits to emphasize biodiversity: default to be a native species if possible. Moved by Charles Miller, 
seconded by Scott Fajack.Discussion: Some CDs need large shade trees more than native species. 
However, the letter primarily addresses planting practices. Passed unanimous. 

12. ZONE 0 APRIL 23RD MEETING REPORT -  Discussion and possible motion to follow up meet 
with the LAFD Fire Marshal to create an alternate plan for the City of Los Angeles, per City Council 
motion that was passed. Cyndi Hubach.  Motion to endorse coalition letter from LA Resident and 
Homeowner Organization and send cover letter with link to Francisco Escobedo’s recent study that 
finds a distinction between wildfires and urban conflagrations. Joanne D’Antonio Letter:  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JEdIVsw5R2DuJlme5l1u_EnwoPWoBgG99pgWjb-r89I/edit?us
p=sharing Moved by Joanne D’Antonio, seconded by Adele Slaughter. Unanimous. 

Motion to urge prompt action from LAFD to remind people of what they need to do based on the 
last plea. Moved by Joanne D’Antonio, seconded by Adele Slaughter. Discussion: LAFD is waiting for State 
ruling. Invite Fire Marshal to CFAC. Motion withdrawn. 

Francisco Escobedo’s talk at Defensible Space:  Zoom recording: Dr. Francisco Escobedo- May 26.mp4 
Paper (Socio-ecological impacts of the 2025 Los Angeles urban fires on communities, neighborhoods, and 
homes): Socio-ecological impacts of the 2025 Los Angeles urban fires on communities, neighborhoods, and 
homes | Nature Communications 
 
13. CITY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT REPORT - Discussion and possible motion. Michael Bircumshaw   
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ssb1cXDs2SQ0Dciu8NLcvxYDb_WEgT9T/view Postponed. 

14. REDUCED REAR YARD SETBACK FOR SB79 PROJECTS. Report on City Council vote with 
amendment. (CFAC CIS was filed in time) Marianne King, Ann Rubin - Taken out of order. The City 
Council ignored most of our recommendations. Lot buildable area will no longer have setbacks. 

15. PTO  AD HOC SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATE - Charles Miller Postponed.  

 

https://cityclerk.lacity.org/lacityclerkconnect/index.cfm?fa=ccfi.viewrecord&cfnumber=26-0757
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JEdIVsw5R2DuJlme5l1u_EnwoPWoBgG99pgWjb-r89I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JEdIVsw5R2DuJlme5l1u_EnwoPWoBgG99pgWjb-r89I/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1qk7QsBxjnMXiVbtzizCKrprf_1pS5USF/view?usp=drive_link
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-026-71376-1
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-026-71376-1
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ssb1cXDs2SQ0Dciu8NLcvxYDb_WEgT9T/view


16. NOMINATING COMMITTEE - APPOINT AD HOC SUBCOMMITTEE FOR CFAC 
ELECTION - Joanne D’Antonio Slate to be presented for vote at July meeting. Lynnette 
Kampe has offered to chair the subcommittee; request for additional volunteers: Adele 
Slaughter and Carolyn LoBuglio to serve on subcommittee 

17. CFAC WEBSITE BIOS Motion to include our bios on CFAC website.  Appoint a CFAC 
member to collect info and coordinate these - Joanne D’Antonio. Discussion: why doesn't 
the ad hoc website sub-committee (Chair: Marianne King, Mihran Kaladjian, Scott Fajack, 
Joanne D'Antonio) work on this and report to CFAC as a whole? Or we set a character limit. No 
motion. 

18. CFAC REPRESENTATIVES’ ORAL UPDATES - CD5 - 1. Charles Miller is giving a 
presentation to CNPS; 2. he did an inventory of the native planting at City Hall:  all have died 
except toyon. Discussion: include Van Nuys City Hall also? Who to contact? LA planting plan? 
Rachel Malarich: no access to original planting plan. City Hall East is worse. General Services 
doesn’t have staff or contracts for landscape professionals. Complex location. Long-haul effort 
needed.  CFAC Comments: too much turf, maintenance, agreements, training, raise funds, 
players involved? Charles Miller is willing to research. Need to agendize. CD 12 - Marianne 
King: 1. Appealed Studio City citywalk re: ¼ mile of 10’ sidewalk with no parkway. Hearing 
June 11th.  2. Water pipeline through Chatsworth Park - 56 mature protected trees in 2019. 
Going to City Council for an easement - need a new Tree Report. 

19. PENDING ITEMS - (postponed)  
A. Tree Guarantee Fee - new fee structure  
B. Status of grants for biodiversity medians (LASAN & UFD)  
C. ROW (Right of Way) tree protection during construction draft guidelines - CFO 
D. ROW Master Species List implementation - UFD  
E. Viability of CFAC BPW tree removal transmittal info through requests to UFD, or by Public Records 
Request (to be fast-tracked by Dep. City Attorney)  
F. Update on Proposed median Survey - StreetsLA  
G. SB 1425 – Open Space Elements of General Plan to be updated by 2026  
H. Negative impacts of Artificial Turf - advocacy  
I. No tree removal notifications to CFAC and DONE - ways to deal with lack of notices 
J. Tree over-trimming by billboard companies - possible action?  
K. CF 24-1312 Withhold Certificate of Occupancy until mitigation trees are planted 
L. CF24-1228 amendment - tree spacing guidelines review  
M. Landscape and Site Design Ordinance and Point System - pending City Attorney 
N. BOE Street Design Manual  
O. Request for representation on Mayor’s ED 9 Group - no response  
P. How DCP determines environmentally sensitive park areas  
Q. CF 25-0600-S111 5-year pruning cycle cost report (Heather Hutt) CIS to be filed 
R. Street spacing guidelines 
S.  500-600 tree removals on Van Nuys Blvd for East SFV Light Rail  
T. CFAC website revisions  
 
20. ADJOURNMENT  Next Meeting Date - July 9, 2026 due to holiday.           

For questions regarding agendas, please contact Lynnette Kampe at CFAC.CD01@gmail.com. CFAC regularly 
meets on the 1st Thursday of every month. You may subscribe to receive future meeting agenda notifications at:  
https://lacity.gov/government/subscribe-agendas/boards-commissions-committees (Select the 4th box down.) 


